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While our nation is number one in Covid infections and are now being advised we will have to live
with it, the great debate about wearing masks wears on.

The anti-maskers: “It infringes on my freedom”, “its uncomfortable.” “if I’m required to wear a
mask what’s next?”, “the virus is a hoax”, “the virus will disappear”, “its Marxist”, “the virus is
smaller than the cloth pores”, “if you’re afraid then stay home.

What selfish, petulant arguments. I would invite the anti-maskers to say these things face to face to
a health care worker risking his/her life caring for Covid patients and who wears a mask 12 hours a
day, tell that to families who have lost loved ones or have one recovering from the virus, tell that to
a business owner who has shut down or to the unemployed due to the virus.

The bottom line is our hospitals are filling up and more people are dying. The U.S. has a vocal
bunch of spoiled brats who want instant gratification, believe science is “fake news”, and are
causing this thing to drag on and on. If you don’t believe the scientific facts about Covid-19 coming
out of the health care industry, researchers, and government then you are part of the problem and
the U.S will continue to see economic weakness and large unemployment numbers – after all its all
about the economy isn’t it?

To the anti-maskers out there: be generous to your fellow citizens, protect them from possible
infection, help us get our economy going again, with freedom comes responsibility.

Masks are the simplest most effective way to deter the spread: Wear a darn mask.

Phil Gallmeier, Fort Walton Beach
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